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	AMERICAN CULTURE 2301

	SYLLABUS

	
	

	Semester: 
FALL 2009
	Class: 
AC3 

	Campus and Room: 
SaigonTech Tower, Room 409
	Days & Times:  
TUE & THUR 10:500-14:30

	Instructor:  
JOHN BAERTSCHY, PH.D.
	Telephone:

	Office Hours: 
By appointment
	Email Address: 
khunjohn001@yahoo.com

	
	


1.  COURSE OVERVIEW

This is an introductory course on American culture which will outline an overview of American values and beliefs beginning with a definition of culture, acculturation and enculturation.

American will be seen as a multicultural society which resulted from immigration patterns. We will begin with an understanding of the American World View.  Then we will discuss the American dream.  The global recession has impacted American culture and we will review how it has changed our culture to include the loss of jobs and the role of foreclosure. The aim of the course is to introduce students to a picture of American society. The main emphasis is made on contemporary America: its beliefs, values, traditions, geography, political and economic, education, social life and the role of popular culture to include music, literature and movies. Students will be provided with hand out articles from the web and we will also observe movies and videotapes.  This course will help students to gain a better understanding of American culture its underlying characteristics and to develop language skills such as reading, speaking and listening.  The course will have an overall goal of developing critical thinking and critical-contrastive analysis of American culture in comparison to Vietnamese culture.

2.  COURSE OBJECTIVES

After completing this course, students will be able to:

·  Define American culture

·  Identify American core values

·  Identify American World View

·  Understand how the global recession has impacted American culture

·  Understand the American dream with an example of Charles Phan from Dalat

·  Understand American traditions and geography, education system, social  life

·  Have knowledge of the role of music, literature, plays and movies in American culture

·  Develop critical contrastive thinking skills and comparing American culture to the Vietnamese

3. TEXTBOOK

· Handouts provided to student from a web course and the web.

· The American Ways, Marry Anne Kearny
·  Spotlight on the USA Rendee Falk

4.  ASSESSMENT

PERCENT   ITEM

35%
Mid-term exam essay on critical contrast thinking of American culture.

40%
Final examination essay on critical contrastive thinking of the American Culture in comparison to the Vietnamese culture

25%
Class room discussion and assignments

100%
Total

5. GRADE EVALUTIONS:

	Grade
	Score

	A - Excellent
	90-100 %

	B - Good 
	80-89 %

	C - Fair
	70-79 %

	F - Failure
	0-69 %


6. ON GOING ASSESSMENT & EXAMINATIONS

6.1 ON GOING ASSESSMENT

The ‘on-going assessment’ process provides students with regular feedback on their feedback on their language skills in a positive environment. Oral presentations, quizzes, role plays, classroom discussions, journal entries, peer assessment, self-assessment, student participation and countless other means of ‘ongoing assessment’ can be used to gauge how students are progressing.

6.2 EXAMINATIONS

A final examination will be held at the end of the semester.  Students should familiarize themselves with Saigontech‘s Policy which outlines issues related to the conduct of exams.

7. MAKE-UP – ‘ONGOING ASSESSMENT’ TASKS & EXAMS

Make-up ‘on-going assessment’ tasks and exams will only be facilitated for individual Students in cases of absolute emergency, supported by verifiable proof – a letter from a medical practitioner, for example – attesting to the student’s inability to fulfill a commitment.  In circumstances like this, the student must contact the General English Department at the earliest opportunity, general NO LATER THAN ONE DAY, after the missed assessment task or examination.  Without verifiable documentation supporting the existence of an absolute emergency, students who fail to complete an ongoing assessment task or attend their scheduled examination will receive a score of zero.

8. MAKE-UP CLASSES

Make-up classes are not permitted without prior consent from the Chair of SaigonTech’s GE Department.  In instances where an Instructor is absent, due to illness for Example, every effort is made to provide a substitute Instructor in order to avoid Students being inconvenienced through having to attend a make-up class at a later date.

9. CELL PHONES, PAGES, RECORDING DEVICES

 Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before entering class.  Recording devices can only be used with the Instructor’s prior consent.

10. SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY
According to the Student Handbook for the Houston Community College System, scholastic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. 

CHEATING on a test includes: copying from another student’s test paper; using materials not authorized by the person giving the test; collaborating with another student during a test without authority; knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or in part the contents of a test and bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered.

PLAGIARISM means the presentation of another person’s words or ideas as your own or ideas without appropriately acknowledging the original source.

COLLUSION refers to unauthorized collaboration with another person when preparing written work for assessment.

The consequences of proven cases of scholastic dishonesty are severe and may include a grade of zero for the particular assignment, failure in the course, a period of probation or even expulsion from Saigon Tech.

11. STUDENT GRIEVANCES

Students who wish to complain about any aspect of their education at Saigon Tech should first speak with their Instructor.  If the situation remains unresolved, the student has the right to submit a written (or verbal) grievance to the Chair of Saigon Tech’s GE Department.

Students should read the Student Handbook paying particular attention to the section on Student Policies. Within this section there are segments on both the grievance procedure and academic dishonesty.  It is important the students are familiar with their rights and responsibilities.  The Student Handbook is available from the Administration Office. 

12. COURSE CALENDAR: (42 instruction hours +3 exam hours)

	DATE
	WEEK
	SESSION 1
	SESSION 2

	14-19

Sep
	1
	Course Introduction
	Compare Wikipedia handout

	
	
	Unit 1: Needs assessment
	American culture and Vietnam culture enculturation.

	
	
	Define culture, acculturation
	

	21-26

Sep
	2
	Unit 2: Identify American Core Values 
	Unit 2: Identify American Core Values

	
	
	compare with Vietnam
	compare with Vietnam continued &

	
	
	
	discuss

	28-Sep

3-Oct
	3
	Unit 3: Outline American World View
	Unit 3: Discuss and exemplify American

	
	
	
	World View

	5-10

Oct
	4
	Unit 4: Identify and discuss American
	Unit 4: Understand Charles Phan’s

	
	
	Dream changes in the recession
	American Dream through his highly

	
	
	
	successful Slanted Door Restaurant

	12-17

Oct
	5
	Unit 5: Understand American
	Unit 5: Understand American

	
	
	traditions and geography
	education

	
	
	
	

	19-24
Oct
	6
	History of American pop music
	Introduction to American Literature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	26 -31

Oct


	7
	American Playwrights View &
	MID TERM TEST REVIEW

	
	
	discuss Henry Miller
	Q & A

	
	
	Death of a Salesman
	

	2- 7

Nov


	8
	NO CLASS
	Unit 7: Critical analysis of

	
	
	MID SEMESTER EXAM
	Death of a Salesman

	
	
	
	

	9-14

Nov
	9
	Unit 8: American Vietnam War View
	Unit 9: Class discussion

	
	
	movies Born on the Fourth of July
	Born on the Fourth of July

	
	
	
	

	16-21

Nov
	10
	Unit 10: American Television impact
	Unit 11: American Television   Impact

	
	
	on American culture
	of American Idol

	
	
	
	

	23-28

Oct
	11
	Unit 12: American Television Desperate
	Unit 12: American History Brief overview

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Housewives View/Discuss
	

	30 Nov

5 Dec
	12
	Unit 13: American education, structure
	Unit 14: American English, History,

	
	
	principles, standards, reforms, progress
	major dialects, Phrases

	
	
	American universities
	

	7 -12

Dec
	13
	Unit 15: Outline of the American
	Outline of American  Government

	
	
	economy
	

	
	
	
	

	14-19

Dec
	14
	Unit 17: American identity
	Unit 18: American success story

	
	
	Europeans American Indians, Blacks,
	Asians immigrants

	
	
	Asians, Hispanics
	


	21-28

Dec
	15
	FINAL TEST REVIEW
	

	
	
	Q & A
	FINAL EXAM

	
	
	
	


NOTATION: Test schedules will be informed to the students and instructors one week before exam time.
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