	AMC 2301 — AMERICAN CULTURE
Fall 2009: September 14 – December 26
Tuesday & Thursday 18:00 to 19:30 


	Instructor:  Le Thi Thanh, Ph.D


Department of English, University of Massachusetts-Amherst, USA                   


E-mail: lethanh.hcm@gmail.com                                               

	STUDENTS ARE STRONGLY ADVISED TO READ THIS SYLLABUS CAREFULLY IN ORDER NOT TO BE CONFUSED IN THE STUDY PROCESS!


	Texts required:


1. Crandall, Joann et al. The American Ways – An Introduction to American Culture. New York: Longman. 1997.
2. Falk, Randee. Spotlight on the USA. New York: Oxford University Press, 1993.

3. Tiersky, Ethel and Martin Tiesky.  The U.S.A. Customs and Institutions. New York: Longman. 2001.

4. Giannotti, Janet and Suzanne Mele Szwarcewicz.  Talking About the U.S.A. An Active Introduction to American Culture. New Jersey: Prentice Hall Regents, 1996. 
5. Garwood, Christopher et al. Aspects of Britain and the USA. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997.
6. Nash, Gary B. et al. The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society. Los Angeles: Prentice Hall, 2008.
	Course Description:


The course serves as an introduction to American society and culture.  The main emphasis is made on contemporary America: its beliefs, values, traditions, geography, political and economic situation, education, religious and social life.  
	Course Objectives:


The course will help students to gain
· some major concepts of the so-called “American culture”; 
· a better understanding of underlying characteristics of American culture; 
· the ability to apply these perspectives of American heritage to contemporary social problems; 

· the insight into the critical link between social structures and individual circumstances; 

· the ability of independent study, the skill of team work, the method to activate learners’ perspectives and critical thinking.

	Grades:


Your efforts made toward this course will be reflected on your grades interpreted bellow:

A+ (98%-100%) 
Exceptional effort; exceptional work; exceptional progress
A (95%-97%) 
Great effort; great work; great progress
A- (90%-94%) 
Good effort, good work; good progress
B 


Average effort; average work; average progress
C 


Low pass due to minimal work, effort, and progress
F


Fail because of lack of effort; below minimal work was completed
U


The class will need to be repeated because the student was not at a level in his or her English proficiency where he or she could make adequate progress
GRADING:

+ 
Attendance:
 10%

+ 
Participation:                     
10%

+ 
3 Assignments:
             30%

+ 
Research Projects:
20%

+ 
Final paper:
30%

+ 
Total:

100%
	General Assignments:


1. Attendance
Class attendance and participation is vital to succeed in this class, so it is essential that you are in class each day and on time. Your insights are crucial to the success of the course, and if you miss class or come late, not only will you miss important information, but also your classmates will suffer without you in group discussions and workshops. Coming to class late three times will count as an absence. I do understand that an emergency may arise, and if that is the case, please get in touch with me as soon as possible. Please be advised that each absence without my permission will automatically deduct 2.5% from your total grade. The 4th one will result in a failure of the course.

 2. Preparation and participation:

Besides the textbooks assigned, you will use various materials as part of your quest to understand the United States, including online articles, web sites, films and documentaries to stimulate cross-cultural approach to American studies. I expect every student to come to class with reading-tasks completed and questions in mind. Please bear in mind that I will ASSIST you to fight the way to academic achievement, rather than STUFFING you with a load of knowledge that you don’t care. I reserve the right to request the students, whom I prove to come to class without reading the given materials, to write extra papers with the length I consider to be proper. 
3. Writing Assignments:
The writing assignments of this course will focus on several styles of academic research. Since you are qualified to take this course by completing all ESL 2304 (Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing) and maybe Composition I and II, I do expect you to be familiar with American College Writing. I will NOT have enough time to guide you to standard college writing styles but I encourage you to check with your English instructor about research writing and writing guidance handbook. If you really encounter difficulties while writing your assignments then I will be willing to talk about that during office hours or by appointment.

All writing assignments must be in MLA style and must be typed in standard 12 point font and double-spaced. No handwriting will be accepted. Please bear in mind that for those papers committing too many errors, grammatically and academically, I will simply return them to the writer with grade 0.
Assignments:

You will be asked to write 3 assignments during the course. This could be an essay focusing on what you feel interested in the academic works (including reading and discussion assignments). It could also be your review of the materials, your critiques, your questions, and/or anything related to the coursework in that period.

Final paper:

The final paper will be at the length of 5 to 6 pages. This is the most important work of your writing, displaying your abilities of critical thinking, a result of American studies, and methods of academic research. The final paper will be collected at the last class of the semester.

5. Projects:

During the course-time, you will have to carry out several projects that best fit your professional level. You will learn how to do a field research, to present your own academic papers, and might as well present a film project. These activities give you a chance to vividly understand and seriously pursue American studies.

Research Project:

The class shall be divided into groups of 4 students. Each group will choose a topic and carry out a research focusing on social matters related to the subjects studied. The project should strictly follow MLA research style and contain four (4) parts: a survey of at least 50 hand-outs, visual aids with pictures and film, a research paper of the length of 4-7 pages, and a group presentation. The school will provide you with facilities such as VCR/DVD players or projector, computer, TV screen… Each project presentation should be at perfect timing. 

Screening: 

Since this course aims at supplying students with a variety of choices of media access, I am very happy to add up four (03) screening projects into the course syllabus. You will examine other angles of social aspects shown on cinematographic medium. It means that we will watch three films related to our course’s objectives. And some of you will be in charge of preparing questions for the next time discussions. You will have to write 01 response to each film studied with the length of ½ page A4.

Final papers presentation:

You will have to bring your papers in the due date and discuss them with your classmates. Though this is an informal presentation, you should be aware of timing. 

Note: All works will be seriously and carefully evaluated with feedbacks. All papers will be returned to you with my feedback as soon as I finish grading them (at most 01 week after the submitting date).
	A Note on Academic Dishonesty:


According to Saigon Tech’s Academic Dishonesty Policy, acts of academic dishonesty can be defined as the following:

· Cheating -- Using or attempting to use unauthorized assistance, materials, information, or study aids in any academic exercise. Submitting substantial portions of the same academic work more than once without permission; or using another person as a substitute to take an examination or quiz. 

· Forgery-- Altering a score, grade, schedule change form or academic record; forging an instructor’s signature or another student’s signature. 

· Bribery/Threats-- Offering a bride or making a threat to coercion related to a grade or an academic exercise. 

· Fabrication-- Falsification or invention of any information, data, research, or citation in an academic exercise. 

· Plagiarism-- Representing as one’s own in any academic exercise the words or ideas of another including by not limited to quoting or paraphrasing without proper citation. 

· Facilitating Academic Dishonesty-- Helping or attempting to help another to commit an act of academic dishonesty. 

In writing, probably the most common form of academic dishonesty is plagiarism. All borrowed information and ideas from other sources—whether in quote or paraphrase form - must be properly cited according to the MLA citation style.

Any type of academic dishonesty will NOT be tolerated in this class. A violation of this nature will be dealt with immediately: the first violation: you receive a zero (0) and a warning; second one: result in an automatic failure in AC2301. Please refer to Saigon Tech’s Academic Dishonesty Policy at http://www.saigontech.edu.vn/vietnamese/Dishornesty.jsp or email me if you have any questions about this at any time.

	Tentative Syllabus:


The general format of this course will vary according to the flexibility of course materials. Therefore, this schedule may be changed to better meet the needs of the class.

WEEK 1

Tuesday, September 15: Introduction to the course 
Thursday, September 17: The American People: Garwood 51-63, Falk 1-4
WEEK 2

Tuesday, September 22: American History: Garwood 64-67
Thursday, September 24: American Institutions: Garwood 78, Falk 4-6
WEEK 3

Tuesday, September 29: American Religion: Falk 7-8
Thursday, October 1: The New England: Falk 17-31, Rip van Winkle by Washington Irving
WEEK 4

Tuesday , October 6: New York: Falk 32-48  
Wednesday, October 8: Assignment 1
WEEK 5

Tuesday, October 13: The Mid Atlantic Region: Falk 49-63
Thursday, October 15: Film 1: Pocahontas
WEEK 6

Tuesday, October 20: The South: Falk 64-82
Thursday, October 22: Film 2: Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell
WEEK 7

Tuesday, October 27: The Midwest: Falk 83-99
Thursday, October 29: Assignment 2
WEEK 8

Tuesday, November 3: The Southwest: Falk 100-118
Thursday, November 5: The Rocky Mountain Region: Falk 119-132
WEEK 9

Tuesday, November 10: The Pacific Northwest and Alaska: Falk 133-151
Thursday, November 12: California and Hawaii: Falk 152-170
WEEK 10

Tuesday, November 17: Life and Cultural Pluralism in the United States, Crandall 1-20

Thursday, November 19: Short story: The Cop and the Anthem by O. Henry
WEEK 11

Tuesday, November 24: Traditional American Values and Beliefs, Crandall 21-42 
Thursday, November 26: Assignment 3
WEEK 12

Tuesday, December 1: The Union Reconstructed: Nash 385-408
Thursday, December 3: The Frontier Heritage, Crandall 63-82
WEEK 13

Tuesday, December 1: Film 3: Huckleberry Finn 
Thursday, December 3: Research Project Presentation: Ethnic Racial Assimilation in the US, 
Crandall 147-170
WEEK 14

Tuesday, December 8: Research Project Presentation: The American Family: Crandall 219-

240
Thursday, December 10: Preliminary Outline for Final Paper due
WEEK 15

Tuesday, December 15: Research Project Presentation: Education: Crandall 170-194 
Thursday, December 17: Research Project Presentation: American Values: Crandall 245-269  
WEEK 16

Tuesday, December 22: Research Project Presentation: Leisure Time and Holidays: Crandall 

195-218
Thursday, December 24: Final paper due and Summing up
1

