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1. Course Overview

Based on assumptions of the Vietnamese learners’ difficulty in English language speech learning, this pronunciation course aims at improving students’ pronunciation of the English phonemes which are non-existent in their Vietnamese phonemic inventory.
2. Course Objectives

During the class students will be able to:

· identify individual speech characteristics
· recognize own pronunciation difficulties
· practice correct articulation, rhythm and intonation.

· self-monitor and self-correct for problem areas.
· recognize and produce the sounds in the phonetic alphabet.

· use intonation, word and sentence stress when reading and speaking.

· monitor speech, which includes an increased ability to hear error and self-correct.

3. Textbook & Materials:
No formal textbook will be used. Participants will be given handouts prepared by the instructor. Students are strongly advised to visit the following for their further practice. 
· Web site resources: 
· http://iteslj.org/links/ESL/Pronunciation
· http://www.soundsofenglish.org
· http://www2.arts.gla.ac.uk/IPA/ipa.html
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Phonetic_Alphabet
4. Assessment
	%
	Item

	50
	Final Test

	50
	On-going assessment
	10%
	Class Attendance

	
	
	10%
	Class participation

	
	
	30%
	2 Quizzes (or Mini-tests or Assignments)

	100
	Total


Class Attendance: 
You are expected to attend every class. If you are 2 or more times absent you cannot sit the final exam. You will receive 1 point toward your final grade for every period you attend. You are expected to come to class on time. If you are late, you will receive only 0.5 attendance point. If you are more than 15 minutes late you will receive no attendance point.
Class participation:
You are expected to be involved in each class and do the work assigned. Remember to turn OFF your cell phones BEFORE entering the classroom each day. If your electronic device rings or beeps during class, you will LOOSE ONE POINT from your final grade. If you play with your electronic device during class your teacher will keep it until the end of the class period. 
Assignments: 
You must complete all your work on time. If there are any quizzes or graded activities during a class when you are absent, you CANNOT do it at a later time. DO YOUR OWN WORK! Anyone caught copying or cheating or copying on any assignment will get a ‘0’ for that assignment.

Final Test
The final test will be held at the end of the semester. Students should familiarize themselves with SaigonTech’s GE Examination Policy which outlines issues related to the conduct of Exams.

5. Grade Equivalents
	Grade
	Score

	A
	90-100 %

	B
	80-89 %

	C
	70-79 %

	F
	0-69 %


6. Make-up - ‘Ongoing Assessment’ Tasks & Exams Policy

Make-up ‘ongoing assessment’ tasks and exams will only be facilitated for individual students in cases of absolute emergency, supported by verifiable written proof  - a letter from a medical practitioner, for example - attesting to the student’s inability to fulfill a commitment. In such circumstances, the student must contact the General English Department at the earliest opportunity, generally NO LATER THAN ONE DAY, after the missed assessment task or exam. Without verifiable documentation supporting the existence of an absolute emergency, students who fail to complete an ongoing assessment task or attend their scheduled exam will receive a zero score.

7. Scholastic Dishonesty
According to the Student Handbook for the Houston Community College System, scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.

a. Cheating on a test includes:

· Copying from another student’s test paper and using materials not authorized by the person giving the test.

· Collaborating with another student during a test without authority.

· Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or part the contents of an unadministered test.

· Bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered.

b. Plagiarism means the presentation of another’s words or ideas as one’s own new ideas or words without crediting the source of that work in one’s own written work offered for credit.

c. Collusion means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit. Possible punishments for scholastic dishonesty may include a grade of 0 or F for the particular assignment, failure in the course, and/or recommendation for probation or dismissal from this institution.
8. Student Grievances

Students who wish to complain about any aspect of their education should first speak with their instructor. If the situation remains unresolved, then the student has the right to file a student grievance with the administration.
Read your Student Handbook paying particular attention to the section on Student Policies. Within this section is a segment on Grievance Procedure as well as one on Academic Dishonesty. It is important that you familiarize yourself with both your rights and responsibilities as a student. The Student Handbook is available from the main office.
As this class aims to establish and maintain a positive learning environment based upon communication and mutual respect, it will be conducted in accordance with Saigon Tech's commitment to social justice and academic honesty. Therefore, the above procedures will be applied throughout the course. 
11. Course calendar (Instruction hours: 13.5, Final tests:  1.5 hours)
COURSE CALENDAR

	FROM
	WEEK
	COURSE CONTENT

	14-Sep
	1
	Course Introduction

	
	
	The English Alphabets – The Phonetic Chart of IPA Symbols

	
	
	The English Vowels /i:/, / ɪ /, /e/

	21-Sep
	2
	The English Vowels (cont’d)

	
	
	/æ/, /ɑ/, /ǝ /, / ɜ: /, /U:/, / ʊ /

	28-Sep
	3
	The English Vowels (cont’d) - The English Diphthongs

	
	
	/ʌ/, /ɔ:/, /ɒ /, /eɪ/, /aɪ/, /ɔɪ/

	5-Oct
	4
	The English Diphthongs (cont’d)

	
	
	/eә/, /ʊә/, /ɪә/, /aʊ/, /әʊ/

	12-Oct
	5
	The English Consonants

	
	
	/ð/, /θ/, /s/, / ʃ /, /ʒ/ 

	19-Oct
	6
	The English Consonants (Cont’d)

	
	
	/ ʧ /, /ʤ/, /j/, /w/

	26-Oct
	7
	Clusters of Consonants 

	
	
	θr, kw, sp, sk, st, ld, lt, fs, ks, ts

	
	
	

	2-Nov
	8
	Pronunciation of ending -s

	
	
	Pronunciation of ending -ed

	9-Nov
	9
	Putting It All Together

	
	
	Course evaluation

	16-Nov
	10
	NO CLASS 

	
	
	FINAL TESTING PERIOD
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