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1. COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is a general survey of American culture with a focus on the geography, history, the people, ways of life, values and beliefs and politics as a multicultural society in a global civilization. Through a combination of lectures, class discussions, oral and written projects, the course aims to help students gain a better understanding of American culture and its underlying characteristics.
2. COURSE OBJECTIVES

After completing this course, students are expected to be able to:

· have a good grasp of cultural characteristics and values of the American culture, 

· analyze, evaluate, and judge perspectives on American history, culture, and society,

· develop critical thinking skills through comparing American culture to Vietnamese culture.
3. MATERIALS

Required textbooks 
Talking about the USA: An active introduction to American culture. By Janet Giannotti & Suzanne Mele Szwarcewicz. Pearson 1996.
Reference

· Web materials and PowerPoint slides prepared by the instructor.
4. ASSESSMENT 

	%
	ITEM

	20
	Class participation

	25
	Ongoing assessment

	55
	Final examination


4.1. ONGOING ASSESSMENT

The ongoing assessment, in the form of oral presentations, quizzes, role plays, classroom discussions, and class participation… will be conducted throughout the semester to positively provide students with regular feedback on their language skills.

4.2. EXAMINATION POLICY

· A midterm test and a final examination will be held semesterly. Students should familiarize themselves with SaigonTech’s Exam Policy, which outlines issues related to the conduct of examinations.
· Makeup exams will be given only in case of absolute emergency. In such circumstances, students must contact the GE Department NO LATER THAN ONE DAY after the missed examinations. Without verifiable documentation, students who fail to attend their scheduled examinations will receive a score of zero. Please refer to the related section in SaigonTech Catalogue* for more information.

5. GRADING POLICY
	Letter Grade
	Numerical Score

	A - Excellent
	90-100

	B - Good 
	80-89

	C - Fair
	70-79

	F - Failure
	0-69


6. CANCELLED AND MAKE-UP CLASSES

In case of unavoidable class cancellation, a substitute instructor will be provided. If that isn't possible, the instructor will work with the students to find an agreeable time for makeup classes BEFORE the midterm test or final examination.

7. LAPTOPS, CELL PHONES, RECORDING DEVICES

Cell phones must be turned off during class time/ exam time. Laptops or recording devices can be used only with the instructor’s prior consent.

8. SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY

Plagiarism, cheating and any other forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited. The consequences of proven cases of scholastic dishonesty may include a grade of zero for the particular assignment/ exam, failure in the course, a period of probation or even expulsion from SaigonTech. Please refer to the related section in SaigonTech Catalogue* for more information.

9. GRADE GRIEVANCES

Students who have questions about a grade should first discuss their concerns with the instructor as soon as the grade is released. In case of clerical or procedural errors, the grade can be changed by the instructor. If the situation remains unresolved, students have the right to submit a written grievance to the GE Department Chair. Please refer to the related section in SaigonTech Catalogue* for more information.

( SaigonTech Catalogue* can be viewed at www.saigontech.edu.vn
	

	

	10. TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

	

	FROM 
	WEEK
	CONTENT
	MATERIAL

	12 Sept
	1
	Course Introduction

American geography
	Giannotti & Szwarcewicz (p. 3-9)

Web material

Powerpoint slides

	19 Sept
	2
	American character & people
	Web material

Powerpoint slides

	26 Sep
	3
	American history
	Web material

Powerpoint slides

	03 Oct 
	4
	American history
	Web material

Powerpoint slides

	10 Oct
	5
	American ways of life
	Web material

Powerpoint slides

	17 Oct
	6
	QUIZ + Correction

	24 Oct
	7
	SELF STUDY – NO CLASS

	31 Oct
	8
	American holidays & celebrations
	Giannotti & Szwarcewicz (p.170-200)

Web material

Powerpoint slides

	07 Nov
	9
	American holidays & celebrations
	Giannotti & Szwarcewicz (p. 170-200)

Web material

Powerpoint slides

	14 Nov
	10
	American values 
	Web material

Powerpoint slides

	21 Nov
	11
	American government 
	Giannotti & Szwarcewicz (p. 88-97)

Web material

Powerpoint slides

	28 Nov
	12
	FINAL EXAM
ORAL PRESENTATION

	5 Dec
	13
	FINAL EXAM
ORAL PRESENTATION

	
	

	NB
	

	· 
	Each session lasts 1.5 hours.

	· 
	There will be NO sample test.

	· 
	Test format: MCQ & oral presentation. 

	· 
	The Final Exam covers the discussion topics from Week 1 - 11.
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