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	GENERAL ENGLISH

	
	PRONUNCIATION
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	SaigonTech Tower, QTSC, Dist 12, HCMC

	Semester:
	Spring 9 Jan - 9 May 2012

	Office:
	GE Department 7th floor - SaigonTech Tower


1. COURSE OVERVIEW
Based on assumptions of the Vietnamese learners’ difficulty in English language speech learning, this pronunciation course aims at improving students’ pronunciation of the English phonemes which are non-existent in their Vietnamese phonemic inventory.

2. COURSE OBJECTIVES
During the class students will:
· practice correct articulation and intonation,
· learn how to recognize and produce the sounds in the phonetic alphabet,
· learn how to identify individual speech characteristics,
· be helped to recognize own pronunciation difficulties,
· learn how to monitor speech, hear error and self-correct.

3. MATERIALS
No formal textbook will be used. Participants will be given handouts prepared by the instructor. Students are strongly advised to visit the following Web sites for more resources: 
· http://iteslj.org/links/ESL/Pronunciation
· http://www.soundsofenglish.org
· http://www2.arts.gla.ac.uk/IPA/ipa.html
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Phonetic_Alphabet

4. COURSE LENGTH
This course lasts 15 hours, including time for quizzes and the end of course exam. Each session lasts 90 minutes.

5. ASSESSMENT 
	%
	Item

	60
	Final Test

	40
	Ongoing Assessment
	20%
	Class participation

	
	
	20%
	2 Quizzes (or Mini-tests or Assignments)

	100
	Total





5.1. ONGOING ASSESSMENT
The ongoing assessment, in the form of oral presentations, quizzes, role plays, classroom discussions, and class participation… will be conducted throughout the semester to positively provide students with regular feedback on their language skills.

5.2. EXAMINATION POLICY
· 	There will be ONE end of course examination plus two quizzes (or homework, or project or in-class work instead). tudents should familiarize themselves with SaigonTech’s Exam Policy, which outlines issues related to the conduct of examinations.
· 	Makeup exams will be given only in case of absolute emergency. In such circumstances, students must inform the GE Department NO LATER THAN ONE DAY after the missed examinations. Without verifiable documentation, students who fail to attend their scheduled examinations will receive a score of zero. Please refer to the related section in SaigonTech Catalogue* for more information.

6. GRADING SCALE
	Letter Grade
	Numerical Score

	A - Excellent
	90 - 100

	B - Good 
	80 - 89

	C - Fair
	70 - 79

	F - Failure
	0 - 69



7. CANCELLED AND MAKE - UP CLASSES
In case of unavoidable class cancellation, a substitute instructor will be provided. If that isn't possible, the instructor will work with the class attendees to find an agreeable time for makeup classes BEFORE the midterm test or final examination.

8. LAPTOPS, CELL PHONES, RECORDING DEVICES
Cell phones must be turned off during class time/ exam time. Laptops or recording devices can be used only with the instructor’s prior consent.

9. SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY
Plagiarism, cheating and any other forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited. The consequences of proven cases of scholastic dishonesty may include a grade of zero for the particular assignment/ exam, failure in the course, a period of probation or even expulsion from SaigonTech. Please refer to the related section in SaigonTech Catalogue* for more information.

10. GRADE GRIEVANCES
Students who have questions about a grade should first discuss their concerns with the instructor as soon as the grade is released. In case of clerical or procedural errors, the grade can be changed by the instructor. If the situation remains unresolved, students have the right to submit a written grievance to the GE Department Chair. Please refer to the related section in SaigonTech Catalogue* for more information.

 SaigonTech Catalogue* can be viewed at www.saigontech.edu.vn







	1. TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

	WEEK
	DATE
	COURSE CONTENT

	1
	Jan
9-14
	NO CLASS

	
	
	

	2
	Jan
16-18
	Course Introduction

	
	
	The English Alphabets – The Phonetic Chart of IPA Symbols

	
	
	Lesson 1: The English Vowels: /i:/, /ɪ/, /ɜ:/, /ǝ/

	Jan 19
-
 Feb 1
	HAPPY
LUNAR
NEW
YEAR
	[image: ]

	3
	Feb
2-4
	Review of Lesson 1

	
	
	Lesson 2: The English Vowels (cont’d): /u:/, /ʊ/, /ɔ:/, /ɒ/

	4
	Feb
6-11
	Review of Lesson 2

	
	
	Lesson 3: The English Vowels (cont’d): /e/, /æ/, /ɑ:/, /ʌ/

	5
	Feb
13-18
	Review of Lesson 3 – Quiz 1

	
	
	Lesson 4: The English Diphthongs: /eɪ/, /aɪ/, /ɔɪ/, /aʊ/, /әʊ/

	6
	Feb
20-25
	Review of Lesson 4
Lesson 5: The English Diphthongs (cont’d): /eә/, /ʊә/, /ɪә/
The English Consonants: /θ/, /ð/

	
7
	
Feb 27
-
March 3
	Review of Lesson 5

	
	
	Lesson 6: The English Consonants (cont’d): /s/, /z/, / ʃ /, /ʒ/

	8
	March
5-10
	SELF STUDY – NO CLASS

	9
	March 
12-17
	Review of Lesson 6

	
	
	Lesson 7: The English Consonants (cont’d): /ʧ /, /ʤ/, /j/, /w/

	10
	March
19-24
	Review of Lesson 7 - Quiz 2

	
	
	Pronunciation of -s endings - Pronunciation of -ed endings

	11
	March
26-31
	Word Stress - IPA transcription

	12
	April 
2-7
	Putting It All Together - Course evaluation

	13
	April 
9-14
	NO INSTRUCTION – END OF COURSE EXAM
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