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	AMERICAN CULTURE 2301 (AC3)

	SYLLABUS



1. COURSE OVERVIEW

	Campus:      
SaigonTech Tower, 
                     
Quang Trung Software City,  Dist 12, HCMC
                     


Office:         
GE Faculty - 7th floor - SaigonTech Tower
	Semester:   Summer 2010
  (14th June –  16th August, 2010)

	Instructor:  
Do Thi Dieu Ngoc 
Phone:  
37154056 (Ext. 1732)                          

Email:      
ngocdtd@saigontech.edu.vn
	Days & Times:  

Room:       


The aim of the course is to provide students with an overall picture of American society: the country and the people, geography, history, ways of life, values and beliefs, politics, and economy. Through these sessions, the course helps students gain a better understanding of American culture and its underlying characteristics. In addition, it helps develop students’ language skills such as reading, speaking and listening. Finally, it develops critical thinking and critical-contrastive analysis of American culture in comparison to Vietnamese culture. 
2. COURSE OBJECTIVES
After completing this course, students will be able to:

·  have a general understanding of American country and people 
·  identify American core values based on the influences of American history  
·  develop critical contrastive thinking skills and comparing American culture to Vietnamese culture 
3. MATERIALS
· Handouts prepared by instructor.

· Talking about the USA: An active introduction to American culture. By Janet Giannotti & Suzanne Mele Szwarcewicz
· Info U.S.A (CD-ROM) 
· Spotlight on the USA. By A. Rendee Falk

4.  ASSESSMENT 

	PERCENT
	ITEM

	10%
	Class attendance and participation

	30%
	Oral presentation/project

	30%
	Mid-term test

	30%
	Final examination


5. GRADE EVALUATIONS:
	Grade
	Score

	A - Excellent
	90-100 %

	B - Good 
	80-89 %

	C – Fair
	70-79 %

	F – Failure
	0-69 


6. ON GOING ASSESSMENT & EXAMINATION
6.1. ON-GOING ASSESSMENT
The ‘on-going assessment’ process provides students with regular feedback on their language skills in a positive environment. Oral presentations, quizzes, role plays, classroom discussions, and student participation can be used to assess students’ progress.
6.2. EXAMINATION
A final examination will be held at the end of the semester.  Students should familiarize themselves with Saigontech‘s Policy which outlines issues related to the conduct of exams.

7. MAKE-UP ‘ONGOING ASSESSMENT’ TASKS & EXAMS
Make-up ‘on-going assessment’ tasks and exams will only be facilitated for individual students in cases of absolute emergency, supported by verifiable proof – a letter from a medical practitioner, for example – attesting to the student’s inability to fulfill a commitment.  In circumstances like this, the student must contact the General English Department at the earliest opportunity, general NO LATER THAN ONE DAY, after the missed assessment task or examination.  Without verifiable documentation supporting the existence of an absolute emergency, students who fail to complete an ongoing assessment task or attend their scheduled examination will receive a score of zero.

8. MAKE-UP CLASSES
Make-up classes are not permitted without prior consent from the Chair of SaigonTech’s GE Department.  In instances where an Instructor is absent, due to illness for example, every effort is made to provide a substitute Instructor in order to avoid Students being inconvenienced through having to attend a make-up class at a later date.

9. CELL PHONES, PAGES, RECORDING DEVICES
Cell phones and pagers must be turned off before entering class.  Recording devices can only be used with the Instructor’s prior consent.

10. SCHOLASTIC DISHONESTY
According to the Student Handbook for the Houston Community College System, scholastic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. 

CHEATING on a test includes: copying from another student’s test paper; using materials not authorized by the person giving the test; collaborating with another student during a test without authority; knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or in part the contents of a test and bribing another person to obtain a test that is to be administered.

PLAGIARISM means the presentation of another person’s words or ideas as your own or ideas without appropriately acknowledging the original source.

COLLUSION refers to unauthorized collaboration with another person when preparing written work for assessment.

The consequences of proven cases of scholastic dishonesty are severe and may include a grade of zero for the particular assignment, failure in the course, a period of probation or even expulsion from Saigon Tech.

11. STUDENT GRIEVANCES
Students who wish to complain about any aspect of their education at Saigon Tech should first speak with their Instructor. If the situation remains unresolved, the student has the right to submit a written (or verbal) grievance to the Chair of Saigon Tech’s GE Department.

Students should read the Student Handbook paying particular attention to the section on Student Policies. Within this section there are segments on both the grievance procedure and academic dishonesty.  It is important the students are familiar with their rights and responsibilities.  The Student Handbook is available from the Administration Office. 

12. COURSE CALENDAR: (42 instruction hours +3 exam hours)
	DATE
	WEEK
	SECTION 1
	SECTION 2

	14-19
June
	1
	Course Introduction

Overview of the country and people 

(Quizzes, songs, games, follow-up exercises)
	Overview of American geography
American landmarks 
(Quizzes, songs, games, follow-up exercises)

	21-26

June
	2
	American history (Until the Civil War) 

(Video clips of historical events)

Students’ presentations on American wonders, landmarks, people, etc.
	American history (1st World War – Current)
(Some episodes from historical movies)

Students’ presentations on American wonders, landmarks, people, etc.

	28-03

Jun-Jul
	3
	Movie: Pearl Harbor 
	Movie: Pearl Harbor
Discussion and group writing 

	05-10

July

	4
	American ways of life (food and cuisine, dress, performing arts, sports, etc)
Students’ presentations on American history 

	American patterns of living and family 
Students’ presentations on American history 

	12-17

July
	5
	American holidays 

(Quizzes, songs, follow-up exercises, video clips)

Students’ presentations on American ways of life
	Passages: Birth, Marriage, and Death 

Students’ presentations on American family

	
	
	
	MID-TERM TEST

	19-24

July
	6
	American character: core values 

Movie: The pursuit of Happyness”

	American character: core values (cont)

Movie: The pursuit of Happyness”
Discussion and group writing   

	26-31

July
	7
	American famous people 
Students’ presentations on American holidays
	Overview of American literature 
Students’ presentations on American holidays


	02-07

August 
	8
	Overview of American government 

Quizzes, audio, video clips, etc

Students’ presentations on American famous people
	Overview of American government (cont)

Students’ drama on American literary works 

	9-14

August 
	9
	Overview of American economy
The role of Government in the economy

Students’ presentations on American government
	Students’ presentations on varied topics

	
	
	
	REVISION AND FINAL EXAM


N.B: Each section is 2.5 hrs.
2

